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there is a manifest difference between the-extent to which these
powers have been used in different parts of the Area.l In Oxford City
during the year recorded, 14 persons were brought before the court
as needing care and protection, ranging in age from i to 16 years.
In other parts of the Area there were no such cases. Indeed, in the
four Oxfordshire petty sessional divisions there were only 6 between
November 193$ and July 1937, of which 4 were after December
1936; in Abingdon there were even fewer during these years. It can
hardly be argued that the need for this procedure is less outside
Oxford City. On the other hand, it may well be that in rural areas
parents are still regarded as the proper persons to exercise care and
protection over their children, and die authorities are thus reluctant
to interfere. In Oxford City it is not unknown for parents themselves
to appeal to the courts. But the larger proportion of less serious
cases brought into the courts of the four petty sessional divisions
may suggest that children are being brought into these courts as
offenders who might reasonably have been brought for care and
protection. While the difficulties of the education authorities in
country districts are clearly considerable, there is an obvious case for
wider use of their powers where parents are manifestly failing to
carry out their responsibilities.
The extent to which juvenile delinquency is the result of the want
of 'something to do' will measure the value of the work done by
scouts, girl guides, clubs, and all institutions which seek to provide
beneficial occupation for the leisure time of the child and adolescent.
An extension of such organizations into country districts might do
much to solve the problem of delinquency in those areas. Yet we
must not forget that there is no royal cure for delinquency. The
most important thing is to prevent the multiplicity of administrative
and other devices from blinding us to the paramount necessity of
giving the fullest consideration to the individual circumstances of
each and every case.
An important part of the crime pattern is that provided by the
first offender and his treatment. By the courtesy of the police authori-
ties it is possible to show2 with reference to first offenders in 1931
and 1936, their number, age, the nature of the offence, and the
method of disposal. The information refers solely to indictable
offences, as it is not possible in other cases to distinguish the types
of offender.
The increase in the city in the number of first offenders as com:
1 See Table E 2 in Appendix Vin.
a See Tables F 1-3 and G in Appendix Vffl.